
 

 

A New Wake/
Waterski 
Boat! 
Wakeboarding and waterskiing are two 
very popular programs at camp. In an 
effort to support the demand, and with 
the growing interest in wakeboarding, this 
past summer Can-Aqua purchased a 
wakeboard boat with a wake tower. The 
addition has allowed us to increase our 
programs and to offer more specialized 
instruction to wakeboarders. 
This year we piloted the programs in July 
taking campers on popular “stealth" 
adventures to Paudash Lake.

 

A Look Back On Yet Another 
Remarkable Summer. 
 

As we look back on our summer camp season now complete, it is easy to see that we’ve had another record-
breaking year, filled with adventure, memories and laughter! 
Our high return rate, partnered with a bumper crop of  first time campers has made for the most successful 
season in ten years! It was such a great year, we even won an award for it (see page #2)! 
With so many great memories from a summer where anything was possible, We hope everyone will take a few 
minutes to think back on all the great things that they remember about Can-Aqua in 2014. Believe it or not, it will 
only get better in 2015!!!  
With so much to be proud of  in a season filled with energy, enthusiasm and adventure, here are just a few 
snapshots of  some amazing things that took place.

The 

Upper Deck

It is amazing what a little bit of  
landscaping and pruning can do to 
improve a view! Our Upper Deck 
overlooks Beaver Lake and is a central 
meet ing spot for the fu l l camp 
throughout each session. 
Thanks to the support of  the SLAM 
Members, this addition, along with many 
other projects were completed in 2014. 
Looking ahead, it will be the hub of  all 
things theatrical, as it provides a beautiful  
performance space in the great outdoors.

The 

Main Camp 
After a busy spring of  landscape and design, we are so proud of  our 
Main Camp. With a flashy new basketball court, a grassy knoll and 
additions to our Program Deck and dining hall, it is where all the action 
is!  It’s where we eat, where we sign up for activities and where we play 
and socialize during free times. 

Directly on the shores of  Beaver Lake, beside the volleyball court, this 
summer also saw the completion of  the new Lower Deck. It is a 
peaceful little corner of  camp which allows kids young and old to have a 
quiet space to reflect, share stories or gaze into the starry night sky.  At 
the Lower Deck, you are at the centre of  it all with a great view of  our 
busy lake, while still being able to witness all the action on the field.

Dining Hall 
Renovation
Expanding and improving upon the interior of  our dining hall has 
had a terrific effect on the overall experience at meal times. We’ve 
brightened up the walls and added some more windows to improve 
the natural light. We’ve also spent a considerable amount of  time 
upgrading our kitchen to improve our abilities to support special 
diets and allergies.

Can-Aqua Welcomes TERRUS!
The evolution of our colour team competitions continued in 2014 as we welcomed a 
third team into the Can-Aqua Games! Terrus, the champions of Earth, added a new 
element to the already amazing program. Looking to the future, we are excited to see 
how this new three-team dynamic will prosper as the new earth warriors  
begin to grow their roots.
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New opportunities come to life 
with the creation of the Bancroft 
Leadership Centre 

 Finally, just a week before we opened 
our cabin doors for summer camp, 
Can-Aqua dealt with an infestation…. 
of  Zombies!  Zombie Survival Camp 
found its way to our shores and 
participants practiced bug-out tactics, 
were trained in self-defence through 
the art of  Zom-Jitsu and learned 
everything one should know if  (or 
when) a Zombie Apocalypse occurs.   

 The BLC is just finishing up our first 
autumn season with a variety of  
schools and a few other specialty 
programs in September and October.  
Looking to the future, if  you have 
any special events or know of  anyone 
who may be interested in bringing a 
group to the centre, please give us a 
call.  

We’re now offering 
programs year round.

Can-Aqua is proud to introduce: 
The Bancroft Leadership Centre

Bringing My Family Back to 
Camp Can-Aqua
It’s time to bid farewell to the summer of  
2014! What a memorable one it has been!!!  

This summer I was able to re-visit Camp 
Can-Aqua. As a teenager, I spent 2 ½ 
summers there…1 month as an L.I.T. – 
Leader in Training and two summers 
working as a camp counselor.  Imagine 
being in one place for 9 weeks, my entire 
summer vacation!  And it wasn’t for the 
money, it was just that good!  Camp is one 
of  the BEST experiences of  my life. It 
made me who I am today, gave me so much 
confidence, opened my eyes to different 
adventures and probably gave me the 
courage and inspiration to travel the world. 
 There was constant love and bonding in 
this small, outdoor community and tears at 
every session when campers left.  We were 
all lovers of  nature, people, adventures, life, 
sports and just having fun! Camp was FUN! 
 Crazy fun! There was singing, dancing, 
acting, yelling, screaming and constant 
laughing and hugs…and, there is something 
for everyone!  

Over Labor Day weekend, I had the 
pleasure and honor of  bringing my boys 
and husband to the place that helped shape 
my life.  It made me appreciate the 
environment, taught me how to live and 
share with all sorts of  different people, 
learning leadership as well as when to 
follow, challenging oneself  to the max, the 
simple things and the quality of  life.  

Family camp was such an amazing 
experience!  All we did was PLAY! From 
morning till night, we were playing 
games, kayaking, sailing, paddle boarding, 
water-skiing, tubing, swimming, playing 
basketball, frisbee golf, archery, wood-
working, climbing trees or doing some 
sort of  special group activity.  Play, Eat 
and be Merry!  True family bonding time! 
 I have been raving about camp to my 
Australian hubby forever and he has 
finally had a taste of  it and can 
understand why it is such a unique 
Canadian experience! My eldest boy can’t 
wait to go back next year and dreams of  
becoming a camp counselor and after 
taking part in campfire, my little one 
wants to learn guitar!  Music to my ears!!! 
 
A BIG shout-out to Andrew Martin, the 
Camp Director and Scott Graham, 
Director of  Education and Leadership, 
who we spent the most time with and 
whom made a massive impression on my 
boys! They heart you! Thank you for all 
your patience, kindness, generosity and 
energy!  I am so happy that this special 
place hasn’t changed too much and it is 
only getting better!  
 
We loved all the programs, ‘Outdoor real 
life Clue’ was the best and we were very 
happy with all the activities that were 
offered with the option of  participating. 
No obligations, no stress and so 
accommodating!  

We are so grateful and hope to see you 
again! Thank you Camp Can-Aqua and 
all the great staff  for such a terrific 
weekend!  

By: Miki Seto

Miki Seto is a cook, an adventurer, a 
wife, a mother and a Camp Can-Aqua 
alumna. She and her family spent the 
last weekend of their summer at our 
Summer Family Camp weekend.

While the beauty of  Camp Can-Aqua has been enjoyed for 
over 30 years by thousands of  campers in the summer 
months, the development of  the Bancroft Leadership 
Centre allows even more people to fall in love with our 
slice of  paradise, tucked away at the end of  Beaver Lake 
Drive.   

Our first spring season of  operation saw witness to over a 
dozen different programs from late April right up until the 
day before the arrival of  our summer camp staff  team.  
The main focus for the centre is to provide educational and 
leadership experiences for students of  all ages.  In the 
spring, Can-Aqua was host to schools from Peterborough, 
Belleville and several schools from the greater Bancroft 
area.  Students and teachers spent their days on the lake 
swimming, canoeing and kayaking.  They expanded their 
knowledge and appreciation of  nature, exploring the forest 
through hikes, geocaching and improving their outdoor 
survival skills.  They were also able to get a little creative 
with drumming circles and drama sessions.   

Nearing the end of  April, while the sap was still flowing, 
we tapped into a few local schools to experience a little 
Can-Aqua Pure Maple Magic!  High school students from the 
Northern Environmental Research Development program

stopped by to collect sap, tour the site and learn about the 
maple syrup process from our Maple Masters- Al and Danny.  

Schools were not the only visitors to the Bancroft Leadership 
Centre in the spring.  Nearing the end of  May over 40 Royal 
Canadian Air Cadets, aged 12-19, attended the centre for a 
weekend of  wilderness survival training.  
Outfitted in camouflage, the cadets built shelters, started fires, 
fuelled up on army provided MREs and even demonstrated a 
helicopter repelling rescue right down to our swim docks – 
Beaver Lake has never felt such wind power! 

By: Scott Graham

Scott Graham is the Director of 
Education and Leadership at 
Camp Can-Aqua.

The Louis Gyori 
Fund 

In 2013, a fund was set up in the name 
of  our camp founder.  
As part of  this fund-raising effort, $1 
from every bottle of  Can-Aqua Pure 
Maple Syrup we sell goes towards 
sending kids to camp. 
In 2014 Lou’s fund helped to make 
camp a reality for 25 campers. We’re 
very proud of  this accomplishment! 

The Alumni Work 
Weekend 

As we work towards getting our alumni 
re-connected to camp, in 2015 we will 
be hosting an Alumni & Friends Work 
Weekend. The weekend is an 
opportunity for folks to connect to 
camp, while also helping open Can-
Aqua for the year. For more 
information contact our director 
through email at 
andrewmartin@canaqua.ca. 
This years weekend is scheduled for 
May 8th - 10th, 2015. With lots to do to 
get ready, we’d love to see you there! 

Did You Hear? 
In 2014 Camp Can-Aqua was a proud 
winner in the Our Kids Readers Choice 
awards. We won 
“Top 
Overnight 
Summer Camp 
in Canada - 
2014”. 
That’s kind of  
a big deal!!!

The newest chapter to our adventure, BLC will compliment our summer camp programs during the other 10 months of the year.

mailto:andrewmartin@canaqua.ca
http://canaqua.ca/
http://canaqua.ca/
mailto:andrewmartin@canaqua.ca


Can-Aqua 
Games 
Update… 
What a terrific year for 
the Can-Aqua Games! 
2014 saw the birth of  our 
third team, Terrus. Green 
in colour, the team has 
added a new dynamic to 
the competition between 
Tritus (Blue) and Solaris 
(Red).  
After a busy and 
competitive summer of  
games, the OFFICIAL 
results by period are in! 

Session 1 - SOLARIS 
Session 2 - TERRUS 
Session 3 - TRITUS 
Session 4 - TRITUS 

Staff Games 
Results: 
Taking place once each 
summer, the staff  divide 
into their teams and 
compete in the popular 
staff  games. This years 
winner of  the staff  
games goes to: 

Tritus 
As we head into 2015, it 
is anyone’s game…

                                                   I am a sailor. While I may be many other things as well, it     
                                   was my sailing that became the catalyst to my arrival at   
               camp. I grew up on an island, and spent my youth on the 

ocean, logging hours of sail time in my optimist. This 
summer I was offered a job at Camp Can-Aqua 
because of my sailing expertise. Not only would it be 
my first year at a camp, it was my first time across the pond and so I didn’t 
have much of an idea of what to expect before I came. I knew from 
speaking to friends that camp was a contagious thing in Canada and that 
was a big part of the draw for me to make the trip: being able to 
experience something completely different to life back home seemed 
like a fantastic opportunity. Looking back on it now, I definitely wasn’t 
disappointed by the adventures that Can-Aqua provided me.  
 

My first week of camp was a learning curve similar to the one which I 
imagine a first time camper might experience. From the songs, and chants, to the 

program board and out-trips, I was wet behind the ears, and my accent ensured that 
everyone new it.  I was grateful for the support of the incredible staff I met and the remarkably 

friendly kids who supported me each step of the way. From teaching me how to “Shake My Booty” in the Dining 
Hall, to dropping a ski, I learned more this summer then ever before. But the experience wasn’t just about me! I had a 
job to do. I had been brought across the globe to teach sailing and windsurfing and I was determined not to disappoint. 
I wanted to deliver a great first impression to all of the campers willing to put their trust in me. Our four new 
Trimarans were a welcome addition to the fleet and allowed us to offer sailing at various beginner and novice levels.  
It was great letting kids who had never sailed before rip around out on the water, and come up with a big grin after 
flipping the boat, and then coming back for more the next day with their friends. 

The two and a half months I spent at camp passed by quicker than any summer I’ve ever had. Even so, the memories I 
made will definitely stick with me. From an awesome trip to Centre Lake, sliding down waterfalls and exploring in 
canoes with the Partridges in Session Three, to taking on the roles of an orc and a munchkin in theme days, to playing 
Pirate Wars in the sailboats, camp has really left its mark on me. It was definitely difficult saying goodbye to camp at 
the end of the summer, and I really hope that I did have an impact in the experiences of the campers. I might not have 
understood what all the fuss surrounding summer camp was about when I first arrived but now as I look back, I can 
honestly say I’ve been infected with the bug and cannot wait to return for more adventures at Can-Aqua.

A Brit in Canada… 
My Adventure Across 
the Pond.
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S u r e w e h a v e a 
stunning proper ty, 
remarkable facilities 
and a private lake fit 
for the royal family, 
but those assets are 
worthless without the 
passion, dedication 
and hard work of  our 
staff  & volunteers. A 
very special thanks 
goes out to them all for 
their work over this 
past season. It was 
truly incredible! 

FULL TIME STAFF 
Andrew Martin 
Mike Somerville 
Scott Graham 
Al King 
Anne Whitehead 
Dan Bierworth 

SEASONAL STAFF: 
Jon Reed 
Meaghan Kimball 
Rachel Reingold 
Corinna Lee 
Emily Dance 
Laura St. Germain 

Lee Alton 
Will Stewart 
Jordan Bonneville 
Matt Robitaille 
Eric Schooley 
Noemi Marcoux 
Meg Elder 
Tyler Bollenberghe 
Mello Belanger 
Rebecca Ranieri 
Adam Swithinbank 
Chris Boulton 
Mike Gilhooly 
Joe Comi 
John Wiggins 
Alex Churchill 
Eddie Miles 
Courtney Spalding 
Kindra Harris 
Emilie Moffit 
Niki Bayat 
Ilana Gorban 
Danielle V. 
Lacey Maxwell 

JRC’s of  2014 
Simon Harminc 
Pablo Nieto 
Jacob Neufang 
Heikkila Wootton 
Emily Plummer 

Hector Galceran 
Michele Curry-Stevens 
Jon Nunno 
David Phung 
Niam Mossop 
Robin Corbridge 
Rogan Johnston 
Marie Boddington 
Jenna Wilcox 
Hillary Foord 
Emilie Houle 
Stephen Scanlan 
Ben Banfield 
Zoe Arcand 
Lexie Diemer 

SLAM Team-Members 
Steve Moosmanis 
Rachel Standing 
Dan Copeland 
Laura East 
Dan Cappell 
Dave Mason 
Spencer Martin 
Marc Novak 
Adam Williamson 
Rod Way 
Sarah Way 
Steve Swanson 
Linda O’Conner 
Heather Somerville 

John Somerville 
David Adams 
Steve Craig 
Bill McPhearson 
Eric Somerville 
Peter Lane 
Colin Montrose 
David Campos 
David Quinn 
Chris Sheldon 
Dave Mason 
Matt Lawson 
Jay Martin 
Marna Martin 
Amanda Martin 
Agnes Tokajut 
Luzvi Maylam  
Andrea Dicks 
Will Wong 
Samantha Wong 
Ruth Harbinson 
James Harbinson,  
Sam Harbinson 
Lisa Greaves 
Richard Gerrard 
Jen Wheeler 
Cameron Aziz 

greatest assets…our people!!!
A special thanks to Camp Can-Aqua’s

By: John Wiggins
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efforts and energy helped shape 
who we are today and in their 
absence we strive to remember 
them. 

In August, on a slightly overcast 
Sunday during Session Four this 
past summer, over 60 alumni 
congregated at camp for a 
common purpose. After a year of  
development, scattered throughout 
our woods, alumni and family 
gathered for the dedication of  our 
low ropes course to the creative 
and quirky, Keith Lipsett. Eight 
elements in all, each challenges 
participants to work together for 3 
simple goals; to communicate, to 
cooperate and simply to laugh. It 

was agreed by all that the new 
“Lipsett Low Ropes Course” was a 
perfect dedication to such a 
remarkable person.  

Commemorating our founder is a 
challenging task. In part, we 
remember him by merely carrying 
on. Can-Aqua meant everything to 
Lou and so welcoming our 
campers year after year and 
ensuring a remarkable summer 
experience for each of  them is 
testament to his efforts.  Making 
sure future generations of  Can-
Aqua are aware of  Lou and his 
efforts, we have decided to build a 
proper dedication is in order. 
This fall we began a plan to 
commemorate Lou in a meaningful 
way. In the months to come we 

will begin our campaign to 
construct a new Wellness Centre in 
his honor. The Gyori Health and 
Wellness Centre will be built to 
replace our current Health Centre 
and will be constructed with the 
best interests of  camper health and 
safety.  When Lou first arrived on 
the property, he quickly made the 
Health Centre his home. The 
dedication of  this new centre is 
perfect because it not only helps to 
improve the camper experience, 
but it also represents where Can-
Aqua initially took form.  Please 
look for more information 
regarding the Gyori Centre for 
Health and Wellness on our 
website this spring. We are hoping 
to complete construction for the 
summer of  2016.

Can-Aqua Remembers…

Important Dates to Remember: 
• Monday, December 1st, 2014  

Last day for super savings on early bird 
discount rate. 

• Sunday, February 1st, 2015  
Last day of  secondary savings, incentive 
rate.  

• Friday, May 1st, 2015 
Full fees are due for summer camp 2015. 

• May 8th - 10th, 2015  
Spring Alumni & Friends work weekend. 

• June 4th - 6th, 2015  
Spring PA Day Mini Camp  

• June 19th - 21st, 2015  
Spring Family Camp 

• September 4th - 7th, 2015  
Summer Family Camp

SPRING & FALL P.A. DAY PROGRAMS 
ARE HERE!!! 

ATTENTION CAMPERS!!! Introducing our Spring Camp Weekend! 
Taking place over the June 5th weekend, the bus will pick campers 
up from Oakville and Toronto on Friday morning and have them 
home for dinner on Sunday. A weekend filled with camp 
excitement, it is a great opportunity for campers new and returning 
to check out what’s in store for the summer fast approaching! 
Campers will enjoy program selection and will take part in a mini 
Can-Aqua Games over the weekend.  
Our fall date is still TBD. 

Register for the weekend on-line!

New On-Line Registration Offers Parents 
More Control. 
We are excited to launch our new on-line registration for November 2014. 
After weeks of  development, we are now proud to have a system that is 
much more user friendly, that permits parents to go back and update health 
and behaviour info at their convenience, and that is capable of  processing 
fees in real time.  
While there are a few more questions to answer in this new format, the 
system will save your family data year to year, which will make registering 
and updating in the future…a breeze!

5.More Veggies at meals would be nice. 
A considerable focus on food service at 
camp was a big part of  the 2014 summer. 
That being said, food service is more of  a 
journey then a destination! In 2015, our 
kitchen, which has been changing over the 
past few years, will be adding a few 
additional pieces of  equipment to help 
best serve the camp. We are very excited 
about a new commercial steamer, which 
will allow us to prepare vegetables at meals 
that are both healthy and delicious. Kids…
get ready! 
6. Update Archery Equipment and 
make it bigger. As part of  the creation of  
the new field space, we have also focused 
our attention on our archery field. We are 
excited to announce that heading into 
2015, we have a new field backstop, new 
targets, 4 new bows and 200 arrows!  This 
new archery range is one fit for the Green 
Arrow. 
7. Night Lights in camper cabins. This 
is a great idea and one we should have 
available to all cabins. Night Lights will be 
put into each cabin for the summer of  
2015. 

Thanks to all 
for sharing. 

Through your 
feedback,  we  

continue to 
grow & improve 

In the last five years, Can-Aqua 
has lost two very special people to 
the community. The first was our 
founder, Lou Gyori, who passed 
away in the fall of  2010. The 
second was Keith Lipsett, who left 
us two years later in 2012. Lou’s 
passion for camping and love of  
the skills learned in the outdoors 
has created a world that challenges 
young people to learn, to grow 
and to become good stewards of  
their communities. For many years 
at camp, Keith was Lou’s right 
hand man. Full of  creativity and 
love, Keith left a smile on all the 
faces he passed. 

While the loss of  these two 
remarkable individuals is great, at 
Can-Aqua we have chosen to 
reflect on our gain for having 
Keith and Lou as pillars in our 
community. They gave so much 
of  themselves to camp. Their 

 We Asked… And You 
Told us!
…lots of  great stuff  in the 2014 Camp Feedback Forms. From the 10 questions 
survey we sent out in September, here are some of  the things our families have 
asked for:

1. A shuttle to help bring camper bags up  
the hill to their cabins. Great idea!  
Beginning next year we will introduce the 
“Beaver Express” to help shuttle luggage  
from the parking lot to the cabin loops.  

2. A better system for administering tuck. 
This one is tricky…but we are working hard  
to make things better. Our new online 
registration will help with some of  the 
challenges as parents can order now and pay 
later for camp clothing. Food items will 
continue to be limited to 2 items per tuck day 
and healthier options are making their way 
onto the shelves! 

3. Bring back cabin BBQ’s at the fire pits.  
In 2014, due to weather, we cancelled a few   
of  our cabin BBQ’s but rest assured, the fire 
pit BBQ’s in cabin groups is a big part of    
Can-Aqua…it will be back next year for sure! 

4. Add more education to the Nature 
Program. Over the next few months, we will 
be looking into each of  our program areas  
and pulling out some activities that we’d like  
to add more focus and structure to. Nature is 
one of  these areas. This past summer Mello 
Belanger headed up the program and  
did amazing things with very little supplies. In 
the fall, Can-Aqua became a member of  
COEO (The Council of  Outdoor Educators 
of  Ontario). In the months ahead we will be 
learning, developing and implementing some 
excellent outdoor programming for camp. 


